














atall! A great night was had, we talked
and danced into the wee hours at Castle
Hill. 1t was also a great opportunity to
catch up with other family and friends,
three of whom travelled Jown from
Blayney for the day which was great.
Amelia came with me, (t'was 3 wee bit of
" an ordeal on 4 planes). The other 2 girls
stayed in Benaraby with the househusband
for the duration. A great time was also
had there, although I think we have both
decided the life of 3 single parent is for
neither one of us! Much better to palm
the kids off to the rels and for us to go
bush on our own!

JYorth of the J3ovder

We are living in a foreign country - at
least that is what it feels like at times. No
wonder people up here are called the
Banana Benders. Seriously, it is a very laid
back lifestyle

(nothing N,
opens on a -/ d
Sundayl) and ~ \:y -
god forbid if  # N
you want '
anything

after 5pm! - no wonder it's great for 3
holiday. A lot of businesses also operate a
POETS society on a Friday, (Piss Off Early,
Tomorrow's Saturday). The gitls are
thriving though and so are we! The
weather is fairly temperate around 28 -
32.C, it's the humidity which makes
everything stick. Makeup is a thing of the
past - slides of the face! Deodorant is now
purchased in 10 gallon drums and the
jumpers have become houses to families
of moths, mice and other critters in need
of residence! Air-conditioning is an
essential requirement as are the pedestal
fans in every room. The beauty of living
here is we overlook so much water, that it
looks cool and we do get some lovely ah
breezes! (almost gale force at times, but
very cooling providing you can stay
upright!)

Jnto the Great Zfnknown!

We decided to visit local attractions on
weekends to see what's about. This whole
state is almost unknown to us, so it is
quite an adventure. We travelled up to
Yeppoon in October for the weekend.
Enjoyed staying in a resort right on the
beach. The FREE Kids Club was the
major attraction though! still we all
enjoyed the break and the look around.

There is now only 99.99% of the state left
for us to visit!

Study and Stuff

Stephen is still doing his computer
technology course through Central Qld
Uni, we now have a campus right on our
doorstep, which makes things a little
easier. He will be continuing the same
course hext year - perpetual student! |
completed my First Line Emergency Care
course with my final practical assessment
on 23rd December last year complete with
3 week old baby on board.

JReautiful J3ahies

| entered Emily and Amelia in the local
Endeavor Foundation Baby Contest and
they both won their relevant sections -
Amelia - overall winner 6 -~ 12 months
and Emily - overall winner 2 - 4 years.
Just reinforces what we already knew - we
produce beautiful children! Hannah was a
bit annoyed that she couldn’t go in it, but
it only went up to 4 years and she was at
school as well.

“Lodeavour _Ffoundation”

What's an Endeavour you may ask? It's a
non-profit organisation which raises
funds for people with disabilities in the
community. Emily is an entrant in the
Tiny Tots quest which is one of the
many fundraisers the foundation holds.
To qualify for regional judging she must
raise at least $500.00 by Aug 99. So,
when your book of tickets arrives in the
mail, please sell them or buy them
yourselﬁ They are raising money fora
great cause and helping people less
fortunate than ourseives. If you were any
closer you would also be getting
chocolates to sell, but | feel they do not
travel well!

JRlayney Zfpdate

Two of our very special and close friends
in Blayney have had an exciting time this
year. Brooke
announced her
engagement in
September to her
boyfriend Colin.
They are planning
a November wedding next year. Much
enjoyment to hear the news although we
were sorry to be missing the celebrations.
This announcement was followed very
closely in October by the Elopement of
her sister Amanda and boyfriend
Cameron. They snuck off to Hayman

Island and got married! They have some
incredible photos to show. Then in
November they announced they are
having a baby next year. Who said
country towns are boring! So next year we
have a wedding and a new baby to visit in
Blayney, how exciting! .

A Reminder

Just a friendly reminder of our change of
address for those who don’t know, or who
have lost it, or simply

thrown it out with the

veqgie peelings!

P.O. Box 5234

Gladstone QLD 4680

(07) 4975 0043

Christinas

Chgger

We're piling into the car and heading
south for the silly season this year. We
should clock up about 3,500 kms. We
will spend Christmas with mum and Brian,
followed by a visit to Dad and Carol
overnight. Then it’s on to Blayney
followed by a sojourn into Gilgandra for
the New Year Celebrations. We (Steve and
1) might even go out and make use of the
built in Babysitters! Will probably fall
asleep into the New Year drinks though.
We are usually in bed for new year, it
happens when one has small children
who's eyes spring open at the

first hint of daylight.

7ill NVext Time!

That's it for another year, will sign off
how and here’s wishing each and every
one OFyOU 3
YVery Merrq Christtias
arid a Happy N¢w Y¢ar.
Love from Stephen, Michelle, Hannah,
Emily and Amelia. XXXXX




